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American Journal of Insanity 

(52. 1905. No. 1.) 

1. The Insane in Canada. T. J. W. Burgess. 

2. Study of Mental Diseases Associated With Arteriosclerosis. A. M. 

Barrett. 

3. Korsakoff’s Psychosis. A. W. Hurd. 

4. A Case of Visual Hallucinations and Crossed Amblyopia, With Vascular 

and Degenerative Lesions in the Calcarine Cortex and Other Por¬ 
tions of the Occipital Lobes, Also With Atrophy of the Pre- 
geniculae and Optic Tracts. Charles K. Mills and C. D. Camp. 

5- Cytodiagnosis in Psychiatry. C. B. Farrar. 

6. Extension of Tent Treatment to Additional Classes of the Insane. C. F. 
Haviland and C. L. Carlisle. 

1. The Insane in Canada (the Presidential Address delivered at the San 
Antonio meeting of the American Medico-Psychological Association, April, 
I9°5)-—The author reviews the development of the care of the insane in 
Canada, and emphasizes what he considers the most crying needs in that 
country at the present time. His causes for complaint do not seem different 
from those which exist in many of our own States, being in the main lack 
of special institutions for the feeble minded, and for the criminal insane, 
overcrowding, and the intrusion of politics into the question of appointments 
and into the business of the asylums. 

2. Mental Diseases Associated with Arteriosclerosis .-—The author selects 
four cases from the Danvers Asylum as examples of insanity associated with 
arteriosclerosis, and compares them with sixteen cases of arteriosclerosis 
associated with senile dementia. He does not find the four groups of 
arteriosclerotic insanity described by Alzheimer in 1902 at all common. 
Anatomically two processes are to be considered, the disease of the vessels 
and the reactions in the nervous tissue proper. In the vessels the intima is 
chiefly involved, the cells proliferating and its thickness being increased, the 
elastic coat also increases in thickness. The process is apt to extend to 
the very fine vessels. The changes in the nervous elements cannot be re¬ 
garded as specific. The nerve cells show various forms of degeneration, and 
there is tendency to glia proliferation. The characteristic feature of arteri¬ 
osclerosis in the cortex is its focal distribution. The foci vary greatly in 
size. From general paresis, arteriosclerotic brain disease is to be differen¬ 
tiated by the less diffuse character of the process, and above all by the 
absence of lymphoid and plasma cell infiltration of the vessel wall; from 
senile brain atrophy by its focal distribution, and by the evident relation of 
nervous tissue degeneration to vessel changes, in arteriosclerosis the de¬ 
generation being patch-like, in senile dementia the nerve cell disappearance 
more diffuse. The four cases analyzed, and another whose description is 
omitted showed the following symptoms. Weakness of retentive memory 
was the earliest symptom noticed, while comprehension and orientation were 
preserved for some time. Hallucinations were present in three of the cases, 
but were episcodal and not well marked. All showed dullness in associa¬ 
tion. Episodal, ill-marked delusions of persecution were present in three 
cases. The mood variable at the start tended to apathy later. The end 
stage was profound dementia. Four cases showed the influence of heredity, 
two had used alcohol moderately, and one had probably had syphilis. Each 
case had marked physical disturbances. Four had heart murmurs, three 
showed arteriosclerosis of the surface arteries. In three cases in which the 
urine was examined, there was evidence of nephritis. Four showed speech 
difficulties. All had at some time epileptiform or apoplectiform attacks. 
The reflexes were normal in three, exaggerated in one, and lost in one case. 
The pupils were normal in three cases, unequal in two cases, and reacted 
sluggishly in one case. On post-mortem examination all showed general 
arteriosclerosis, interstitial nephritis and chronic leptomeningitis. Gross 
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atrophies of the convolutions were absent. All but one case showed cysts, 
focal hemorrhages or softenings, always small. The fine cortical vessels 
showed varying degrees of arteriosclerosis with multiple focal degenerations 
of the nervous tissue, and glia proliferation. The differential diagnosis 
from general paresis may present considerable difficulty as the two classes 
of cases have many symptoms in common. In general paresis the delusions 
are usually more prominent, and euphoria is more apt to be marked. Loss of 
pupillary light reflex is rare in arteriosclerosis, and the knee jerk is apt to 
be exaggerated, though not always. Marked arteriosclerosis elsewhere is 
an important diagnostic aid. The largest group of cases of arteriosclerotic 
brain disease is that in which there is more coarse destruction of brain 
tissue from hemorrhage and softening. An account of one such case with 
autopsy findings is given for comparison. Senile dementia and arterio¬ 
sclerotic disease are often associated and it seems difficult to determine their 


exact relations. The anatomical changes differ from those described only 
in being associated with senile brain atrophy. Clinically the picture consists 
in gradually increasing change of character with forgetfulness, confabula¬ 
tion, loss of judgment, disorientation, narrowing of external interests, 
episodes of confusion and hallucination delirium, and delusions of persecu¬ 
tion and suspicion, the end being deep dementia. This picture corresponds 
also to that of senile dementia, but we have in addition the focal symptoms 
of arteriosclerosis, as shocks, paralysis, articulatory speech defects and 
aphasia. 

3. Korsakoff’s Psychosis .—Arthur W. Hurd reports five typical cases of 
this psychosis, all with a history of chronic alcoholism, and having multiple 


neuritis. Four of the subjects were women, one a man seventy-one years 
old. Two cases recovered, the others remained unimproved. The author 
finds the symptom-complex more or less clearly cut and usually recognizable, 
and believes that with persistent and intelligent care and treatment the prog¬ 
nosis may be made better than it has generally been considered. 

4. Visual Hallucinations and Crossed Amblyopia, With Vascular and 
Degenerative Lesions in the Calcarine Cortex and Occipital Lobe .—The 
patient was a woman sixty-three years old, had suffered some impairment of 
vision from glaucoma two years before coming under the author’s observa¬ 
tion, vision being O.D. 20-40, O.S. 20-50, visual fields nearly normal, discs 
slightly cupped on both sides. Three months before her death she had a 
seizure of some sort, became completely blind in the right eye, while in the 
left eye the visual field was greatly contracted, lost power of cooordmating 
her movements sufficiently to stand, was delirious and excitable. She re¬ 
mained mildly excited for two weeks, then grew violently excited, had visual 
hallucinations, saw men assaulting her son and husband, and threatening 
her. She also had illusions mistaking doctor and nurse for those who 
threatened her. There were no auditory hallucinations. She became pro¬ 
gressively more incoherent, and died under_ symptoms of exhaustion. The 
gross pathological findings were chronic mitral and aortic disease, cardiac 
hypertrophy, with some fatty degeneration of the heart muscle, broncho¬ 
pneumonia, fatty liver and chronic interstitial nephritis. The brain showed 
sclerosis of the basal arteries and atrophy of the pregemculae. Microscopi¬ 
cal examination showed pigment deposit in, and irregularities of the pro¬ 
cesses of the cells of Betz. In sections from the calcarine region of both 
sides there was intense congestion, with formation of _ numerous new 
capillaries and degeneration of the nerve cells m their vicinity._ Similar 
changes were found in the cortex of the lateral surfaces of the occipital lobe 
near the occipital pole. The white substance of both these areas stained by 
Weigert’s method showed degenerated nerve fibers. The left optic nerve was 
only about one-third its normal size and showed great connective tissue 
overgrowth The chiasm showed degeneration. . . 

e^Cyto diagnosis in Psychiatry.—A resume of the methods of obtaining 
and examining the cerebro-spinal fluid, its composition m normal and 
pathological conditions, with the diagnostic inferences to be drawn from it, 
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also the therapeutic uses of lumbar puncture and its contraindications. 

6. Tent Treatment. —Tent life applied to the tuberculous having proved 
so satisfactory at the Manhattan State Hospital it was determined to try 
it during the milder months of the year in some additional classes, notably 
for the feeble and helpless, and for certain convalescents. The greatest 
benefit was found to accrue to a class of convalescents observed in every 
hospital; namely, those who are seen to be returning to normal condition, 
but in whom entire recovery is delayed, their physical conditions often re¬ 
maining unsatisfactory, and it is proposed to apply tent life to this class in 
future. The feeble and helpless also do well in tents. The authors give 
also some additional facts with regard to the tent treatment of the tuber¬ 
culous, with description of the arrangement of tent statistics as to gain 
in weight, etc. Even during the severe winter of 1904-05 it was found 
possible to keep the tents comfortable by the use of stoves. In fact the 
tuberculous patients made greater gains in physical condition in winter than 
in summer. Allen (Trenton). 

Psychiatrisch-Neurologische Wochenschrift 

(July .is, 1905.) 

1. Improvement Following Transfer. Franz Riklin. (Continued.) 

(July 22, 1905.) 

r. Improvement Following Transfer. Franz Riklin. (Continued.) 

2. Cervantes. Bela Revesz. 

3. Neuronal. Bresler. (Continued.) 

2. Cervantes. —Cervantes’ novel, Don Quixote, is an example of sugges¬ 
tive influence upon a national literature. Tim literature of Spain up to 
.1605, when it appeared, was in a state of stagnation, but almost immediately 
after its publication numerous works of fiction appeared dealing more or 
less with similar themes. 

(July 29, 1905.) 

1. Neuronal. Bresler. (Concluded.) 

2. Improvement Following Transfer. Franz Ricklin. (Concluded.) 

1. Neuronal. —From observations made in the use of this drug the author 
concludes that given in good s.zed doses under conditions favorable for sleep 
it is useful hypnotic, especially as it has recently been shown that it is free 
from cumulative effects. 

2. Improvement Following Transfer. —The studies recorded in this article 
were made in connection with the opening of four pavilions at the institu¬ 
tion at Rheinau for the accommodation of 220 patients of the chronic classes. 
Of eighty-five cases specially observed over one-half showed improvement of 
varying duration. Proper employment was thought to be an important 
factor in this improvement. A certain few cases, however, do not follow 
the rule, but after a period of improvement developed an acute attack, fol¬ 
lowed by marked deterioration. 

(August 5, 1905.) 

1. The Fiftieth Anniversary of the Private Hospital for Nervous Diseases 
at Gorlitz (with plan). Dr. S. Kahlbaum. 

1. Fiftieth Anniversary of Hospital at Gorlitz. —Merely a short article 
descriptive of the hospital, with a ground plan showing location of the 
different buildings, etc. 

(August 12, 1905.) 

1. The Effects of Griserin. Spernberger. 

2. A Course of Medical Psychology With Relation to the Treatment and 

Education of the Congenitally Weakminded for Physicians and 
Pedagogues. Sommer. 

1. Effects of Griserin. —The author used this drug in the treatment of 



